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are often," he writes, " greater perils in the intrigues
of cabinets than in the most difficult affairs of State,
there is more peril in becoming involved in matters
in which women take part than in the greatest de-
signs that princes may form,"    Mile, dejiauteforj
scorned the Cardinal's favours anctlHe'weklth which
he bestowed HO liberally on those who helped him,
and her relations with the King gave her opportuni-
ties to express her views concerning the minister.
Louis always liked to hear Richelieu attacked, and
enjoyed a safe opportunity of himself joining in the
abuse,    He could not deny himself the pleasure of
speaking ill of the minister at his back, though he
was too much abashed in that august presence to
reproach him to his face,    When the King joined
with Richelieu's enemies in abusing the Cardinal,
they felt that his disgrace must be near at hand.
But having indulged in the luxury of denouncing
his servant as a cruel,  irreligious, and tyrannical
minister, Louis was quite content to leave him in
full possession of power,

As the Cardinal could not,gain the good-will of
the Favourite he resolved that her .influence wit.kihe..
King should be destroyed. Two methods were
used to free Loum from her charms. He was ex-
ceedlngly sensitive to censure or ridicule; Mile, de
Hautefort's tongue was sharp, and jests on the
King which she had uttered or might have uttered,
were repeated to him and caused him much annoy-
ance, Then abo an appeal was made to his religious
fears, and he was alarmed by delineations of his
love as a dangerous and ungodly passion.en. Theyet met atom she hated had but six
